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National College plans spring move  

Monday, February 4, 2008

By GINNY WRAY - Bulletin Staff Writer

National College expects to move into its new building on Memorial Boulevard in late March or early April and 
start classes there soon afterward. 

A grand opening will be held May 13 at the building that formerly housed Graves Supply in Martinsville. 

The college is spending a total of $2.3 million on the project, including $500,000 to buy the building and land, 
$1.7 million on renovations, and $120,000 on furnishings and equipment, according to figures from Chuck 
Steenburgh, director of communications for National College. 

The building has 40,000 square feet and the college is renovating 16,000 for its use, Steenburgh said. The 
rest will be used for future expansion and storage. 

John Scott, campus director, added that the space might be leased to another concern if it was compatible 
with the college. 

The renovated building will include nine lecture classrooms, three computer classrooms with 54 workstations, 
a medical lab and an information systems engineering (ISE) lab with 12 workstations. 

Steenburgh said the ISE program will be new to the Martinsville campus. He explained that previous 
computer programs dealt with software; ISE covers software and hardware. 

“When computers were new we needed people trained in how to use them. Now, there’s more demand for 
people who can repair them and set them up. That’s what these graduates will be trained to do,” he said. 

National College offers a two-year associate degree ISE program as well as two nine-month diploma 
programs in the field, and Steenburgh said he is not yet sure which programs will be offered here. He added 
that the diploma programs train people for entry-level jobs in a “help-desk” situation in a medium-sized 
company. 

A bachelor’s program in information systems engineering is offered at National College’s Roanoke campus. 

“One option available here is introducing bachelor’s degree programs. We will look at that in coming years,” 
Steenburgh said. 
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Scott added that there also is local demand for bachelor’s degree programs in management and accounting, 
often among students who have earned two-year degrees in those fields from National College and who now 
have to drive to Roanoke to get bachelor’s degrees in those areas. 

“That is often what drives bachelor’s programs at the campuses,” Scott said, adding that five of National 
College’s 24 campuses offer bachelor’s degrees. 

The Martinsville campus started its winter term with 261 students, or about 231 full-time equivalent. 

“The majority of students are full-time,” Steenburgh said, adding that the college’s night classes enable many 
people to work full time while they attend college full time. 

The new campus will resemble National College’s other sites and is being built by the same company, K4 
Construction of Cincinnati, often using local subcontractors. But Scott said it will have decorations with a local 
theme, such as possibly a race theme in the student lounge and photos of the area’s natural resources in the 
hallways. 

But the biggest impact of the new building on students will be what Scott calls the “convenience factor.” 

“They won’t have to wait on elevators to take them up to the fourth or fifth floor. Parking will be right outside. 
Also they’ll notice it’s modern and decorations are up to date,” he said. 

National College will move out of its current space in the Jefferson Plaza, owned by Dr. Mervyn King. He said 
Friday he is “talking with people” about leasing the space after the college leaves. It has a six-month lease 
that began Jan. 1. 

He would not elaborate except to say, “Things are going in the direction I would like them to go.” 

Steenburgh said National College and the New College Institute complement each other, rather than 
compete. NCI provides the last two years of bachelor’s degree programs as well as some master’s degree 
programs through other colleges and universities. 

“They’re being very innovative in their approach, but it is still based on the liberal arts approach,” Steenburgh 
said. “National College has been in work force development for over 120 years. Our focus is on education 
designed to provide people for specific career fields” and jobs. 

Scott added that he hopes the college’s expansion will help economic development officials show the range of 
educational and training opportunities available here when recruiting new businesses and industries to the 
area. 

“Also, we’re very proud of the economic impact directly in the community” made by the college, he said. 
Information from Steenburgh shows that in 2006, expenditures by National College in Martinsville, its faculty, 
staff and students generated about $8 million in economic impact. That included $1,245,000 on wages, taxes, 
services and supplies, and $1,125,000 in student expenditures, which created a ripple effect of $5.4 million. 
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